Page 1 (column I) 


The enigmatic God K, the so-called 
Long-nosed God, brandishes a spear 
with a large point, below which are 
placed smaller transverse points with red 
bases. The disk from which plumes 
depend can also be found on spears in 
the Dresden Codex. Around his neck on 
this badly destroyed page, the god 
wears a death collar. The butt of his 
spear rests upon the brown hair of a 
young captive. God K, incidentally, 
appears in the list of twenty regents in 
the Venus Tables of the Dresden. 
Whatever his true nature and function, 
Thompson's identification of him as an 
earth and vegetation deity (Thompson 
1970:224-7) seems to me to be 
premature and probably ill-founded. 


Page 2 (column J) 


The Death God stands with a spear similar to 
that on page 1. On his cranium is bristling hair 
like that on the Death Gods of Laud and 
Fejervary- Mayer. As headdress he wears the 
head of a jawless jaguar, similar to that worn by 
the planting gods of Madrid 34a and 36a. On 
one forearm he wears the Toltec arm protection. 
Hung across his chest is a pendant suspiciously 
like the stylized butterfly worn as a pectoral by 
Toltec warriors at Tula and Chichén Itza; it also 
looks like the pectorals worn by the warrior-frieze 
figures at Malinalco (Villagra 1971, fig. 30). 
Other Toltec traits are the back shield and knee 
fringes. Instead of the knife at the front of the 
face of the Death God on page 6, this deity has 
what seems to be a spotted speech scroll. 
Unfortunately, the captive whom he holds by a 
rope in his left hand is missing. The Death God 
(God A) is also a Venus regent in the Dresden 


Page 3 (column K) 


A young deity, probably male but possibly 
female, is bedecked with an elaborate reptilian 
headdress and wears a tubular plug through the 
ear lobe; at the shoulders are two disks. In his 
left hand he holds a rope by which a captive’s 
arms are bound. Around the captive’s tear-drop 
eye is a black lining, and there are two black- 
tipped feathers in his headdress. There is more 
than a passing resemblance between this 
captive and a black-eyed figure who appears in 
Dresden 60 as a warrior with darts and atlatl, 
and in Dresden 60b as a captive; in the latter 
case, his arms are bound behind his back, he 
has the butt of a spear over his head, and his 
captor appears to be the spearing god in 
Dresden 49b and Grolier 7, both surely Venus 
gods. However, other than the feathers, the 
form of the captive’s headdress on this page is 
specifically Toltec, like those found both at Tula 
and Chichen Itza (see Tozzer 1957, figs. 534, 
535). 


Page 4 (column L) 


This again appears to be God K, attired as a Toltec 
warrior. However, his headdress is very different from 
that of page 1, with a stepped-down element in which is 
fitted a downball from which stream quetzal plumes. 
Most of the figure of the captive whom he holds has 
been lost. 
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Page 5 (column M) 


| believe this figure to be the old goddess known as Ix 
Chel among the Maya, the counterpart of Tlazolteoll and 
Coatlicue in the Mexican pantheon, on the basis of her 
aged face and the snakes in her hair. Since she is 
garbed as a warrior, she is probably in the guise of one 
of the Cihuateteo, the formidable goddesses of the west 
who had died in childbirth. In her right hand is a Toltec 
atlatl, in her left a shield and darts. The shield is of 
interest for it is decorated with a fringe of death eyes and 
the Maya numeral seven, a symbol of the Jaguar God of 
the Underworld, also known on shields in Classic Maya 
reliefs. In front of her is a temple which she has just 
speared. The curling element by the spear probably 
represents flames; both are reminiscent of the conquest 
scenes in the first third of the Codex Mendoza. At the top 
of the temple, presumably on its ridgepole, is a device 
which may be a flower placed upon a star. 
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Page 6 (column N) 


The Death God (God A), with simple headdress and 
knife in hand, has just decapitated an old Roman-nosed 
god, from whose neck blood pours. At the Death God’s 
back is a Toltec shield, and at his knees and ankles are 
what A. M. Tozzer called tape garters. Specifically Maya 
are the dot-with-line markings on the legs, although in 
the Dresden these Death God insignia have dotted lines 
instead of wavy ones. The belt is also typical of deities in 
the Dresden, but death collars in that codex are always 
straight instead of pendulous as here. The figure should 
be compared to the Death God in one of the Toltec- 
Maya frescoes of the Temple of the Warriors at Chichén 
Itzá (Tozzer 1957, fig. 430), which shows a skeleton with 
a knife in the nasal opening, tape garters at the knees 
and ankles, and a very similar knife held in one hand. 
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Page 7 (column O) 


As mentioned above, the feathered headdress on this 
figure identifies him with the spearing gods in the central 
Mexican Venus Tables, with the spearer on page 49 of 
the Dresden Venus Tables, and with the standing figure 
on the bottom of Dresden 60. He is attired as a Toltec 
warrior, with arm protection and knee ruffs. On his chest 
is a circular pendant with the numeral seven. In his left 
hand he holds something like a piece of cloth, and in the 
right a long spear with disk and plumes. Before him 
stands the bearded head of God C, a Maya deity 
supposedly connected with the North Star; from it 
sprouts a plant with disk-like blossoms. This 
representation seems unknown elsewhere, although 
similar vegetation is known in the Borgia Codex; on 
Dresden 41b a head of the old god, Itzamna, forms the 
base of a tree, but it has a swollen trunk with heart- 


shaped leaves. 


Page 8 (column P) 


At first glance the deity represented on this page would 
appear to be unique in Mesoamerican art, but this is not 
the case. A personage with eagle legs and elaborate 
avian headdress holds a spear in one hand and Toltec 
atlatl in the other. His belt with crossed bands is Mayan, 
but he wears the Toltec back shield; both arms have 
Toltec protective covering. The headdress--a _ bird-like 
mask with fangs, recurved snout, death eyes on stalks 
over the regular eyes, and attached plumes appears--on 
the left-hand deity shown in Paris 9; his glyph, VI.168:17. 
671, appears in the list of twenty Venus regents in the 
Dresden Codex, but the god on this Grolier page is 
young, not old as in the Paris. This same headdress is 
shown six times on the Death God in the Dresden 
Codex. 


Eagle-legged Toltec warriors appear at Chichén Itza with 
some frequency (Tozzer 1957, figs. 434, 436, 584-6). it 
is known that many of the Toltec men-at-arms depicted 
at that site wear the accouterments of gods such as 
Tezcatlipoca and the Death God, and it is not altogether 
surprising to find an eagle-legged deity at that site. 


The object of the deity’s ire is another temple similar to 
that on page 5; in this instance, the roof ridge has spikes 
or knives fixed on it. What the curling element in the door 
of the temple represents | cannot imagine. 
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Page 9 (column Q) 


A god with tear-drop eye and “Dick Tracy” nose 
holds a round object (perhaps a stone he is 
about to hurl) by one hand and a tied captive by 
the other. His head is cleft, with two stepped 
scrolls on either side; in the cleft can be seen 
something like kernels of maize. | presume this 
is the Maize God, but he bears little resemblance 
either to Cintéotl, the Mexican Corn God, or to 
God E, his Maya counterpart. His ear is 
unusually large and fleshy, and from his neck 
hangs an ovate pectoral with two dots, an 
ornament also known for a Toltec-Maya warrior 
at Chichén Itzá (Tozzer 1957, fig. 690). 


The strange captive whom he holds by a double 
rope has the same prominent upper teeth that 
he has; on the captive’s head is a bird 
resembling a cormorant. 


Page 10 (column R) 


This page is so damaged that 
little can be made of its subject 
matter. The principal figure was 
probably standing. In _ his 
headdress was a waterbird of 
some sort, and he wielded a 
Toltec-style atlatl. 


Page 11 (column 7?) 


Because the column of day signs is missing, and the page is 
unattached, it is virtually impossible to place page 11 in the 
context of the Grolier Codex. Presumably it could be either 
column H or S. The figure is the Death God, depicted as on page 
6. In place of the knife, however, he carries a shield with death’s 
head and a group of three darts, the bases of which are painted 
red. A dart is aimed from him toward a body of water, shown as 
a U-shaped, cross-sectioned container filled with blue-green; in it 
floats a gastropod. Quite probably this scene would be the 
equivalent of Borgia 54, in which the Venus god spears the 
Water Goddess, Chalchiuhtlicue, who is placed in a tank-like 
body of water in which are found a snail and a turtle, both 
spewing blood from wounds. It is likely that on the day that was 
associated with this particular part of the Venus cycle, drought 
was expected (Thompson 1950:217). 


